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Act As If

ALTHOUGH LIFE IS NOT

ALL ABOUT YOU,

THIS BOOK IS.

YOU ARE MY MISSION
So “ ACT AS IF”
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Act As If

INTRODUCTION

We ALL need to “act as if” because what

we think, say, and do, always has an effect on ourselves… and

others. Whether you like it or not – or even believe it or not – it

is a fact, so you should “act as if”.

Are there times when you would act differently if you knew a

child was watching you? I think we all have those moments, so

we should always “act as if” a child is watching, because you

never know WHO is observing.

I am a regular, ordinary person that has been blessed by God, no

different from you. You have been richly blessed too, when you

stop long enough to give your blessings some thought. I just

make a conscious effort to look, and I see. I also purposefully

look and listen for signs from Him, for He tries to speak to all of

us. The Creator of the universe wants to speak to you, so you

better “act as if”.

This book is about YOU. It’s about focusing on things of importance…

on purpose. We have to be careful not to follow the masses

and fall into that “instant gratification” trap. 
There are so many things in the world telling us to live for the

moment, but “in the moment” only “lasts the moment”. And that

is not what true peace and joy are about. That is NOT how life

works. You know how life works: You lay your car keys down

somewhere different every time and you’ll search every time. You

put your bills in different places each time, you’ll have to start

“the mad search” and incur late fees when Visa calls you later.

You let your children have whatever they want, whenever they

want and you’ll be dealing with an ungrateful teenager, and sooner

than you think. Life is about doing NOW for LATER. That’s

what organizing is as well… now for later.

Genesis 8:22

“As long as the earth endures, SEEDTIME and HARVEST, cold and heat, summer and winter and day and night shall not cease.”

Like it or not, or believe it or not, it’s the law of the land and always has been.  The seeds you are sowing now will surely come to harvest just as surely as nightfall will come.  

There is a reason God made YOU my mission.

Act as if… With all the wonderful things going on in the world

and with all the wars and horrible things going on in

the world; God still has time for you
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EPISODE TWO

                   Confidence

                            Con fi dence: assurance, a firm belief or trust

                                              New Webster’s Dictionary, 1995

CONFIDENCE COMES FROM KNOWING YOU WHO

you are, what you are doing and that you are doing the right

thing. When I organize an office, it is amazing how much more

confident the owner is. No one likes having to make the call

telling a customer “I’ve lost those important papers and could you

please resend them?” Confidence is also a credibility issue,

whether you are at the office or at home. Let your children see

the confidence you have when you look for something and find

it! What a great feeling and quality to pass on to children; let

them know your confidence comes from doing the right thing.

They do have eyes on you!

Notice the word confidence doesn’t mean “cockiness”, or as your

grandfather used to say “too big for your britches”. Confidence

comes from knowing who we are in Christ and in his plan. Life

is a large puzzle that cannot be seen in it’s entirety from here.

Only from Heaven where God is can He see the true “big picture”.

We all goof up; we all make mistakes, even the confident ones.

But the ones who pick themselves up faster and press forward are

those using the confidence God instilled in them. All children

need to see examples of how we pick ourselves up and move on.

Self pity is self destructive.

Even though we can’t see the entire big picture, the big puzzle,

“act as if” you are the piece needed so desperately. Don’t you hate

when you are working on a puzzle and finally you’re near completion

and there is one piece missing! How much time do we spend

looking for just one piece – when you already have all the rest?

For just one piece, you’ll take your time to look, because the

“puzzle” can’t be completed without it. And although in today’s

time I believe there are a lot of pieces missing, I am talking specifically

to you.

Specifically to you. God is calling you. You are the piece He is

looking for right now. In the Book of Luke God tells how the

Sheppard will leave a flock of 99 sheep just to look for that one

lost sheep. Luke continues…

Luke 15:5-7

And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and

goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together

and says, “Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.” I tell

you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in Heaven

over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous

persons who do not need to repent

Be confident in your importance to the Almighty, you make that

much difference to Him! He is working things out for you

RIGHT NOW, whether you can see it today or not. One day you

will know, you will see, but for now “act as if”

Even though God works mostly “behind the scenes”, His desires

for you are real easy to see when you read this scripture. Always

read scriptures aloud, there is where the supernatural lies.

Romans 8:28

And we KNOW that in ALL things God works for the good of

those who love Him who have been called according to His

purpose

Just so you know, we all were called for a purpose, so He DOES

mean YOU. Prioritize your life so you can hear your calling. We

need to quiet ourselves, for God often whispers, especially at first.

He wants to enjoy your fellowship. That is why you were created;

He wants to walk with you, forever! You have a Supernatural

God that is calling you to be Christ-like! And note the words He

chose carefully... WE KNOW. How much more confident can

you get than that? He works ALL THINGS? Not just the amazing

and wonderful things? No, ALL THINGS for the GOOD.

However, He also created what we call FREE WILL. YOU will

determine your ultimate outcome. This doesn’t give us the license

to do whatever we feel like and God will make it “good”.

Remember, our God is a reader of hearts. And this book isn’t

called “as you feel like it”; it’s called “act as if”. So even on bad

days, when you don’t feel like doing much of anything, you NEED

TO KNOW that the Lord promises those who love him, that ALL

THINGS will work out for you when you seek Him. Miracles may

not be today though. If they happened instantly who would need

faith? Trust in the Lord and memorize Romans 8:28 above.

Organize your surroundings because searching for items puts you

in such a bad mood that the devil can just walk on in.

You should have the confidence in knowing that you are so

important to God that He sent His Holy Spirit to live in your body

as His temple. Yes, your Creator considers your body, no matter

what size or shape, His temple. God says your body is perfect,

perfect enough for Him to dwell in. Think of this BEFORE you

make decisions about yourself and your body. Think of this

before you wear clothes that don’t reflect God on the inside, or

sleep with a person you shouldn’t, or before you have surgery to

please someone else.

You need to dig into your Bible where the Lord, who commands

the seas and sky, tells you how precious you are to Him. What is

in your heart and soul are the things that will last forever and are

important to God. But while here on earth you should know the

following and so should our children... GOD MADE YOU

PERFECT JUST THE WAY YOU ARE!

1 Corinthians 6:19-20

Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit,

who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not

your own, you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God

with your body

How much does God love you and want to work in your life, right

now?

Ephesians 3:19, 20

And to know this love that surpasses knowledge – which you

may be filled the measure of all the fullness of God

Now unto Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we

ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work in us

Wow, what other religion even comes close to giving you that!

Just think, we have the power of “the Creator of the universe”

working within us, how amazing is that! Now there is true confidence!

Do what you can to organize your surroundings so “the mess”

won’t bring your COMPETENCE level down, and listen to God’s

word and focus on that to bring your TRUE CONFIDENCE level

up. God has a plan for you, you can absolutely be confident in

that. What God gives you, never let someone else take from

you… your true confidence.
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                       Confidence 
Act as if…God’s Holy Spirit is living in you – even when you

don’t “feel the spirit”

Act as if…You have the same confidence in yourself as the Lord

Himself has in you

Act as if…You could see the “big picture” so you could be

confident enough to stand up for what’s right every

single time

Act as if…You could see how the puzzle could not be completed

without you

Act as if…Your true confidence will only come from knowing

God and living your purpose

Act as if…You need to spend time with God to learn His

purpose for your life

Act as if…The King of Kings and Lord of Lords is COUNTING

ON YOU

Act as if…Practicing SELF CONTROL to do what is right, when

it is right, will heighten your confidence

Even if you don’t feel like it, “act as if”, because whether you

believe it or not doesn’t change the fact that God made you

PERFECT just as you are no matter who, what or where you are.

Don’t you let any person, circumstance or television program

define who you are anymore; this is the confidence seed that God

has planted in you. Now water that seed and let it grow. Take

some time to treat your body with respect; not for vanity’s sake,

for God’s sake.
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EPISODE SEVEN

                    Patience

                      Pa shens: the art of being patient. Enduring without

                         murmuring, not easily provoked, persevering

                                             New Webster’s Dictionary, 1995

WOW, I PERSONALLY HAVE NEVER LOOKED that

up before and am very ashamed at how impatient I can be

at times. I consider myself persevering, but then, I also “murmur”

some, but I never thought of myself as “easily provoked!” As I

keep looking at the meaning of patience I’m realizing, maybe I’m

not as persevering as I would like to think I am. And I don’t think

I’m alone. Now when I organize, I do things methodically, lay out

a reasonable plan with a reasonable accomplishment date. It’s the

other times (at home or driving) I have trouble with patience, and

I know my children see this too.

Whenever I thought about patience, I just thought it meant being

quiet on the outside, LOOKING like I was patient, but again, I really

wasn’t. Even if by chance I was fooling someone by thinking I

was looking patient, God looks at our hearts. He must see mine

quite upset, even when I don’t think anyone knows. God knows.

This is one I wrestle with the most and by the Grace of God, I

have gotten a little better. That is what this book is about; remember,

God just wants us growing, he doesn’t expect perfection!

So when I think of patience now and think of my children, I ask

myself, “Am I taking the time with them that I should?” Yes. But

am I always patient as they read to me or ask me questions at an

inopportune time? No. That needs to change NOW. Plus I must

admit I have an issue of wanting things “right now” sometimes,

even when I know better. These are the times I have to call on

God and wave the white flag of surrender

Galatians 6:9

Do not grow weary in doing good, for at the proper time, you

will reap a Harvest, if you do not give up

I have a habit of forgetting the middle part about “at the proper

time” sometimes, but I am working on it. It is all about God’s timing,

not our own. Remember, He sees from UP there, we only see

what is in front of us. I can imagine what a mess my life would

be if He did let me have what I wanted whenever I wanted it. Like

any good parent, we give when we think the timing is right. But

like the Heavenly Father, He gives when the timing is PERFECT.

Who are we to second guess that?

Hebrews 6:12

We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who

through faith and PATIENCE inherit what has been promised

Proverbs 19:11

A man’s wisdom gives him patience; it is to his glory to overlook

an offense

Are we (am I?) so impatient sometimes that we look at someone

moving too slowly in front of us as an offense? We all (definitely

myself included) ought to understand that any day, at any

given moment, it could be us – due to stroke or car accident. At

any given time we could be “offensive” to someone else! Ouch,

that one stings a little.

Ecclesiastes 7:8

Finishing is better than starting, and patience is better than

Pride
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If God gave me this chapter for someone specifically, I think that

someone is me. So if you’re feeling badly right about now, you are

not alone. And it’s okay, once we realize it and then….

                                  Patience 

Act as if… The slow person in front of you were your

Grandmother

Act as if… The slow driver in front of you was placed there by

God to keep you from an accident 5 minutes from

Now

Act as if… Your kids will be just as patient with you (and others)

as you are with them. One day when we’re older

and slower, they may have to take care of us! We

are the teachers for their patience!

Act as if… Your kids will consider your impatience with them as

a lack of caring

Act as if… You are a patient person, even if you aren’t. This is

just one more time (personal experience) where if

you just “act as if” the feeling will come afterwards

Act as if… Your impatience impacts every person around you

and how they view you

Act as if… Your impatience will lead you to anger

